
topics ranging from math
and music to cooking and
current events. It’s also
one of the few facilities that
offers hygiene services and
a gastric feeding tube for
clients whose lack of motor
control  is so severe they
can’t swallow.

The state-of-the-art
computer lab — one of
the first in the country to
open at a day center for
disabled adults — features
20 workstations with adap-
tive devices to help people
improve their learning
and communication skills
— and even launch a busi-
ness.

Monique Harris, a 50-
year-old client who has
cerebral palsy and needs a
wheelchair to get around,
used the computer lab as
well as Ability Now Bay
Area’s small business de-
velopment center to create
her own online business,
selling her paintings of
flowers.

“I use Photoshop to cre-
ate different pictures and
collages,” said Harris, who
made new cards for the
holidays and is also selling
a 2016 calendar. “I also sell
greeting cards, scarves,
bags and clothing.”

Harris said she also en-
joys poetry, tattoos and
fashion.

“I want to go to a famous
fashion show,” Harris said.
“I also want to go behind
the scenes and see Prince
face-to-face.”

Funding challenges
DeCoste said that Abil-

ity Now Bay Area — like
many agencies that serve
the disabled — is severely
underfunded. In fact, four
such Bay Area agencies
closed in the past year be-
cause of budget woes.

“Ability Now operates
on a $2 million budget
with an annual deficit of
$200,000. However, we
are fortunate in that our
building is granted to us
through the Mary Valle
Foundation,” DeCoste said.
“State funding for services
for disabled adults has been
frozen for the past 15 years.
In addition, our funding
was cut in 2008 during the
economic downturn. Now
we’re facing a crisis of peo-
ple with no place to go for
services.”

Ability Now Bay Area
works in partnership with
the Regional Center of the
East Bay in San Leandro
— one of 21 regional cen-
ters that contract with the
state Developmental Ser-
vices Department to plan
and coordinate services for
people with developmen-
tal disabilities. The state-
funded services are free

to Ability Now Bay Area’s
clients, 95 percent of whom
live below the poverty level.
DeCoste said there is now
a political push in Sacra-
mento to increase funding
by 10 percent for adults
with disabilities.

“However, that will just
about get us back to the
level we were at before
the economic crash,” said
DeCoste, adding that the
agency is looking into more
grants from foundations
and corporations.

The organization is also
looking to expand its ser-
vices into the Tri-Valley
where DeCoste said the
need is “overwhelming.”

“We’re hoping to find
space at a community cen-
ter or college campus,” she
said. “The need for services
is growing, but at the same
time centers are closing.”

Another state-mandated
program created in 2011 is
“tailored day services” for
adults with developmental
disabilities, according to Les-
lie Werosh, executive director
of Ability Now Bay Area.

“This is a one-on-one
service that helps prepare
individuals for work, school
or volunteering,” Werosh
said. “It was created as a
cost-saving alternative for
people who don’t need a

five-day program.”
Werosh is guardedly

optimistic about the pro-
posed 10 percent increase
in funding, scheduled to
come before state legisla-
tors in January 2016.

“It may be promising,
however, there are always
multiple parties asking for
money,” said Werosh, add-
ing that the state’s Lanter-
man Act, passed in 1977,
gives people with develop-
mental disabilities the right
to servicesthat enable them
to live a more normal life.
“There has been a real push
in the community since the
program closures. This is
about survival and sustain-
ing services for people with
disabilities.”

Wheelchair soccer
Tyrone Cobb, 39, who

lives in Union City with his
family and girlfriend, plays
goalie with the Bombers,
a wheelchair soccer team
sponsored by the Bay Area
Outreach and Recreation

Program.
“I went to Japan to play

— it was very interesting
and very different from
here,” said Cobb, who also
learned how to design and
sell T-shirts at Ability Now
Bay Area, including one
with the logo, “We Are4 All
Athletes.”

“I like having my own
business, being creative
and helping people around
the world … that’s my com-
pany’s job,” said Cobb, who
also writes poetry, goes
fishing and is working on
a CD of his music and sto-
ries. “I like being at Abil-
ity Now because it makes
me feel professional when
I come in here and do my
own business.”

“People may be in a
wheelchair and have se-
vere disability, but they
still want to participate in
life to its fullest,” DeCoste
said. “It’s sad that the dis-
abled are such a marginal-
ized part of society.”

Ability Now Bay Area

was  expecting another
group of carolers this  Thurs-
day  — this time from St. Ja-
riath Catholic School in Oak-
land. Werosh said that such
visits are not only entertain-
ing for the residents but also
help educate students and
the community about people
with disabilities.

“We always try to have
a lot of fun, as well as learn
and help people be as in-
dependent as possible,”
Werosh said. Head-Royce
choirmaster Wells said  stu-
dents and residents benefit
from the annual holiday
caroling.

“The kids are always
excited to make the trip
across the street and many
of the Ability Now folks re-
member us and are thrilled
to have us again,” Wells
said. “A special moment
(on Dec. 10) was when
the residents sang ‘Silent
Night’ for us. There was
so much love. Our hearts
are big, and the residents’
hearts are big.”

HUMANE SOCIETY OF ALAMEDA
Memberships and Donations allow
the Humane Society of Alameda
to provide \nancial assistance for
animals along with free animal
adoptions from the Alameda Animal
Shelter for Veterans of the Armed
Services and Sr. Citizens living on
low incomes.

Become a Member or Donor for
the bene\t of all beloved animals: $20.00 Individual Member $35.00 Supporting
Member. $100.00 Life Member $ ___________Donation

Humane Society of Alameda, P.O. Box 1571, Alameda 94501
or visit our website:www.hsalameda.org

We are an all-volunteer, 501(c)3 non-pro\t organization.

FOR THAT LOVING FEELING!

Piedmont Community Church

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Thursday, December 24th

5 pm - Family Service
9 pm and 11 pm - Candlelight Services with Full Choir

Share the Joy of Christmas with Us!

400 Highland Avenue, Piedmont | 510-547-5700 | www.piedmontchurch.org

You can now make your cemetery and mortuary
arrangements in the same location. From traditional
ground burial and services, to cremation and more
progressive services, whatever your needs are, we are
here to help you. Piedmont Funeral Services is now
open to serve the funerary needs of our community.

tel: 510-658-2588
www.piedmontfuneralservices.com

5000 piedmont ave., oakland, california

The historic Mountain View Cemetery in Oakland
and Piedmont, is proud to announce the opening of
Piedmont Funeral Services, a full service mortuary.

mandm Antiques

510-523-2305 | www.agildedcage.com

Collectibles and Unique Gifts
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm | Sun 12pm-4pm | Mon closed

2307-D Blanding Ave., Alameda, CA 94501
Next to Enterprise/Dollar Tree

Collection from an estate of a life long doll collector

Porcelains, Bisque, composition, Barbies and all her
friends, dolls houses, furniture and accessories, display

cases, ethnic dolls, military dolls

Many in original boxes never been opened
From an estate of a smoker

Saturday December 19, 10 to 5
Sunday December 20, 12 to 4

25% STOREWIDE
HOLIDAY SALE
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We are sad to announc
that Paul M. Carlisle passed
away on December 1, 201
He was born in Oaklan
to Ralph and Katherine
Carlisle on May 28,194
He attended Sacred Hear
Catholic School and Saint
Mary’s High School were
he made life-long friends.
He was an Eagle Scout
and enjoyed camping an
the outdoors. Paul gradu
ated from California Stat
University at Hayward o
the same day he was com
missioned as a Lieutenant i
the United States Army. H
was stationed at Fort Knox
Kentucky for two years be
fore returning to civilia
life as an Oakland Police
OfRcer. Paul received th
Medal of Merritt from the
Oakland Police Departmen
He was shot in the line o
duty and for several de
cades his perseverance, sac
riRce and generous spirit
touched all of us. He wa
a true hero.
Paul thrived on the excite
ment and challenges of clas
sic automobiles. Like his fa
ther and uncle before him,
Paul was an outstanding
mechanic, mentoring man
of the neighborhood kids,
and especially his thre
children, in auto repair. H
enjoyed motocross, riding
his Harley Sportster an
going to the hill climbs
Redwood Road. Paul loved
to watch Warriors basket
ball and never missed a
answer on Jeopardy. H
loved Almond Rocca candy
homemade chili and h
Daimler sports car.
Paul is survived by h
mother, Katherine Carlisle
his wife of 50 years, Jan
Carlisle, his three children
Anthony Carlisle, Ange
Carlisle-Brown, Andre
Carlisle, their spouses and
his six grandchildren, an
niece, Marie Snyder Jense
and nephew, James Snyde
and their families, all o
whom appreciated Paul’s
interest in history, map
and cars. Paul was pre-de
ceased by his beloved sis
ter, Annette (Auntie Butte
Snyder, earlier this year.
At Paul’s request, there
will be no funeral service.
However, friends and fam
ily are invited to attend
Prayer Service/Rosary o
Monday, December 21st
at 11 am at the Chapel o
the Chimes, 4499 Piedmont
Avenue, Oakland, C
94611, followed by a ce
ebration of his life at the
Carlisle family home.

Paul Michael
Carlisle

May 28, 1945 - Dec. 1, 2015
Resident of Oakland

To place an Obituary notice in the newspaper
please go to www.bayareaobits.com

or call us at 510-293-2627.

Obituaries &
In Memoriams

FYI
What: Ability Now Bay Area
Where: 4500 Lincoln Ave.,
Oakland, California, 94602
Information: www.
abilitynowbayarea.org or
510-531-3323
Monique Harris’
website: www.
artcreationsbymonique.
webs.com.
Tyrone Cobb’s T-shirts:
Available for purchase at
Ability Now Bay Area.

D. ROSS CAMERON/STAFF PHOTOS

Yoga teacher Lin Maxwell, second from left, leads a class at Ability Now Bay Area.

Cynthia Brown, who has been a client of the facility now known as Ability Now Bay Area
since she was 3, has a custom mouse for when she uses computer programs to improve
her reading skills,

I spy
something
green.
Everyday moments can be learning
moments with your kids. For more
tips, visit bornlearning.org

Ability Now
Continued from Page 1


